The serotype-specific polysaccharide was isolated from four to seven strains of each of the four major serotypes of Cryptococcus neoformans. Reactivities of polysaccharides with seven monoclonal antibodies raised against polysaccharides of serotypes A, B, C, and D were assessed by an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay and double immunodiffusion. The results indicated that there is heterogeneity within all four serotypes in the expression of epitopes reactive with monoclonal antibodies.
Serotypes A, B, C, and D represent the major types of cryptococcal polysaccharide. Several studies have suggested that variations in the antigenic structures of cryptococcal polysaccharides are not limited to four serotypes (2, 3, 6, 7, 9) . We reported the production of monoclonal antibodies (MAbs) reactive with epitopes shared by two or more serotypes (5) . In the present study we Our results indicate that there are distinct subsets within each serotype of C. neoformans. A conservative representation of these subsets is summarized in Figure 2 . It is quite possible that there are additional subsets. A definitive assignment of isolates to subsets will require an examination of additional strains with these and other MAbs and corresponding structural studies to identify structural correlates of the subsets.
